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Covid-19:
Expectations |
and Effects
on Children
Online

DIGITAL
MIGRATION

Online access
surged

increase in weekday

increase in daytime traffic
web access UK BT (UK}
Verizon (US)

Demand for

content increased

Facebook, WhatsApp, Messenger,
Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat and Twitter all

broke their respective records for
time spent in-app

© o
57% @ ©9©/4

average increase

for top ten news o
sites in Australia @

Streaming services saw
unprecedented demand. In
Europe, Netflix announced that
it was "Reducing Netflix traffic" to
maintain “member experience”

“Millions of children are at
increased risk of harm
as their lives move increasingly online during
lockdown in the COVID-19 pandemic”
(Unicef)

“Adults working remotely subsequently are not as
able to supervise their children’s internet activity”
(Europol)

WARNINGS AND

PREDICTIONS

“There are a minimum 300,000 individuals in the UK
posing a sexual threat to children”

(UK’'s National Crime Agency’s threat assessment)

"5pending more

) ! “Greater
time on virtual platforms unsupervised
can leave children vulnerable to internat use

online sexual exploitation
and grooming, as predators .
ook to exploit the likely to be
COVID-12 pandemic.” exposed to
(Global Partnership to .
End Violence) greater risk
of sexual
exploitation onling”
(WeProtect Global
Alliance)

means children are

72%

of teachers said school
closures would have a

NEGATIVE
IMPACT

on pupil welloeing and safety.
(University of Exeter)

Health and Wellbeing

Girls aged 15 to 18 feel under
more pressure to look a certain

way on social media

e.g. lose weight or exercise (26%)

and be online all the time (20%)
(Girlguiding)

32%

of 2,111 young people
with a history of menta
health needs agreed that
it had made their menta
health much worse
(Young Minds)

IMPACT

d Sexual Exploitatio

OVER 200%

Increase in posts on known child sex abuse forums
(WeProtect Global Alliance)

“IWF and its partners blocked at least

8.8 million attempts by UK internet

users to access videos and images of
children suffering sexual abuse”

E; During Covid-19 restrictions
N

—— / "..increased online activity by those

seeking child sexual abuse material”
Europol director Catherine De Bolle
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CONCLUSION

“the heightened risks of online
harm for children put a
particular responsibility on tech
companies and service providers.
This is not the time to lessen the
priority on children’s safety,”
Her Majesty Queen Silvia of
Sweden

Policymakers will need to
consider and accommaodate the
impacts of COVID-19 on children

for many years to come.

There will, without

doubt, be a lasting

impact on children
from COVID-19.


https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/safe-remote-learning/covid-19-expectations-and-effects-on-children-online/
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Safer Blended
L.earning

Schools:
Consideratio

a guide for ed a school planni
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What to think ¢
children

Guidance for schools in

Online s3
planning for local lockdowns
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WOV e poee oo about how berln a pOrz;:eZDBS cent strategy is safe for your entire school community, with full details
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-‘-:) 3 scho"k‘}\ (c communmpauonts fequ;remesépr?mébggy 0 ver; W Review policies and procedures to incorporate blended learning
\cles rotiq S Wi
%‘§€§§ua‘d‘ (" Data e nﬁ,sSh and ¢ €N comp ete( N Provide appropriate pathways for children, young people and their families
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innovation, &3 * Match the frecruizmem o ) concerns arising and make sure everyone is aware of these routes
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Loleng ?S(Tﬁn 5 . n contrac:ds Or}’ﬁw ildren[:: M Consider developing an action plan
mitiga eci witi R
l SChe;mZg”SO?Pecify hoWiii”C’eS, air W Review and learn from previous experiences and include a risk assessment
2 10 O ;
SWGILis donating its anonyme ’ ya”dP"OCessg)W'”‘" W Establish an aﬁpropriate lawful base and routes of communications that are
reporting/messaging platform to consistent with data protection laws
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Leadership




A
A
A

Define who has leadership responsibility for blended learning
Review policies and procedures to incorporate blended learning

Provide appropriate pathways for children, young people and their

families to report safeguarding concerns and make sure everyone is

aware of these routes

AProvide appropriate pathways for staff and tutors to report
safeguarding concerns arising and make sure everyone is aware of
these routes

AConsider developing an action plan
AReview and learn from previous experiences and include a risk

assessment

AEstablish an appropriate lawful base and routes of communications
that are consistent with data protection laws



Online Learning Environment

Als working from home necessary or can staff make use of a COVID
secure empty classroom?

AProvide equipment, or schedule use of the classroom space to make
use of equipment

AMaintain a central register of all online sessions

AConsider any obligations to ensure that filtering and monitoring
systems are applied

ACarefully consider how you will safely and consistently share content
AWhere appropriate, identify the right video platform



© canva.com

A\




AThe safeguarding of pupils is paramount and takes precedence over all

Aldentify a suitable environment for the call. Discourage, where possible,
pupils from making video calls from their bedroom

AAppropriate clothing for all participants

ANo personal items visible in the background

ADistractions and disturbances minimised

AUse a headset or headphones

ACameras optional, but preferred

AAdherence of all to relevant behaviour and conduct policies

AMaintain a central register of all video calls and contaaslude the link
to the call

AAdherence to the pragreed policy for the recording of sessions
Alnvolve parents and carers to ensure that they are Wwdtrmed
ABe conscious of confidentiality when working online







A Ensure staff, including tutors, are reminded of safeguarding policies and procedures
A Support teachers and tutors to understand their role in teaching online safety

AWSAYT2NDS (SIFOKSNRQ YR (dzi2NRQ | g NBySa
behaviours whilst online (consider updating the staff behaviour policy/code of conduct)

A Ensure teachers and tutors are prepared and confident in using online delivery tools

A Provide support routes for staff, tutors, children and young people to obtain support for
technology issues when accessing content online

Al 2YVAARSNI 'Yy WAYRdAzZOUA2YQ asSaairzy 2NJ LI O] K
young people to outline the new blended learning approach

A Prepare communications to parents and carers in anticipation of online learning

A Not all children and young people will have unlimited bandwidth or technology available
at all times of day

A Ensure that children and young people with SEND are considered in the planning and
their access to blended learning accommodated

A Determine if online sessions will be recorded fo_IIowingE local guidelines. If recording will
take place, ensure that everyone is aware of this and the retention period

A Live learning can be captured and converted into recorded content as long as the privacy
of the children and young people is maintained in accordance with data protection laws
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