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Which of these things have you 
done recently?

1. Called a friend

2. Watched the news

3. Sent an SMS to a family member

4. Bought something online

What language 

skill(s) does each 

one involve?



Integrated skills

• It’s how we use language skills in real life.

• Learning strategies are transferrable.

• More opportunities to practise language (speaking / 

writing).

• Active learning requires doing, speaking and writing.

• Personalisation.

• It’s really hard, and unnatural, not to integrate 

language skills!



What’s the skills focus?

Smart Junior 1 for Ukraine

Student’s Book



What’s the skills focus?

Quick Minds 4 Student’s Book, CUP



Integrating speaking

https://unsplash.com/photos/UqTrGSohyCs



Using pictures

How could you get 

your learners 

talking, using 

these pictures?



Pair checks

Quick Minds 4 Student’s Book, CUP



Responding to texts

https://unsplash.com/photos/qDY9ahp0Mto



What do you do 

when you read or 

watch something 

interesting?



Getting learners talking or 

writing in response to a text
Speaking

Act out the story.

Predictions > Were you right?

What do you think? 

What would you do if…?

What did/didn’t you like?

Do you agree? Why?

What did you learn?

Tell your partner about a time 

when you…

Writing

Write about a time when you…

Write questions for your partner.

Write a one sentence review / 

summary / your opinion.

What happened next / before

The characters meet 10 years 

later. Write the dialogue.

Reply to the email / advert; 

Comment on the post;       

Forward the video



Different ways to approach texts

https://unsplash.com/photos/CT7IWRM7G5k



Jigsaw

1. Divide students: As and Bs

2. As read / listen / watch text A. Bs read / listen / watch 

text B. 

3. Pair up A+B to share information, solve a puzzle, 

complete a task.

https://unsplash.com/photos/B-x4VaIriRc

What skills does 

this practice?



Running dictation

1. Stick short texts around the classroom.

2. Group students. They choose a runner and a writer.

3. The runner runs, reads, tries to remember the text,  

tells their group. The writer writes.

4. Repeat until the runners have                              

dictated all the text.

5. Groups check their text against                                                      

the original.

https://www.flickr.com/ph

otos/vfowler/1454929632

What skills does 

this practice?



‘Stop and think’ planning

https://unsplash.com/photos/VL9ugqp_mko



Summary: ‘Stop and think’ 

planning
• What is the lesson focus? What skills are already there? What 

do I need to add?

• Grammar / vocabulary: Is there speaking practice? Writing? How 

can I help my learners to use this language in a meaningful way?

• Reading / listening: Are there speaking opportunities 

before/after? Can learners respond to the text by writing or 

speaking?

• Writing: How can I integrate other skills? Get learners talking?

• Speaking: Can I extend it? How can I get my learners really 

listening to each other? Is there an opportunity for some writing?
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