PROJECT «UKRAINIAN UNCONVENTIONAL GAS INSTITUTE» ON STUDYING OF NON-TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF UNCONVENTIONAL HYDROCARBONS (NON-TECHNICAL COMPONENT)
CALL FOR PROPOSALS
				
Under Production Sharing Agreement for hydrocarbons to be developed within Yuzivska area signed on 24.01.2013, Shell Exploration and Production Ukraine Investments (IV) B.V. jointly with BRITISH COUNCIL (hereinafter Organizers) announce the second call for proposals within the “Ukrainian Unconventional Gas Institute” project (hereinafter – Competition) on the conditions set out below.

1. Objectives of the Competition  

1.1. Objectives of the Competition – selecting of the best, according to the Organizers, proposals by the participants in the area of exploration and production of unconventional hydrocarbons, and sharing experience, improving knowledge, skills and qualification of specialists involved in this sphere. 

1.2. In this Competition proposals by the participants will be considered around the following subject areas:
1. Natural gas as an energy source in Ukraine:
· SMART decision for the community: creating a model of economic development of rural communities towards energy self-sufficiency;
· Natural gas - a safe alternative in the energy mix: expanding ways to use it as a cheaper and more environmentally friendly energy source;
· Natural gas as a "partner" of renewables.
2. Best global regulatory (permitting) practices in oil and gas industry. Opportunities for Ukraine: 
· Clarification from Ukrainian regulators of expectations regarding licensing procedures (national and/or regional authorities); 
· Development and implementation of the ways to optimize licensing procedures and practices for managing large infrastructure (oil and gas) projects; 
· Implementation and support to a pilot project aimed at improving the permitting procedures in Kharkiv region for the needs of the oil and gas industry as per the best global models.
3. Water and energy: environmental audits and energy efficiency: 
· Evaluation of energy and water efficiency, development of the measures to improve energy efficiency and minimize water use; 
· Preparing practical recommendations for improving water management in the area.

2. General information about the Competition

2.1. Ukrainian Unconventional Gas Institute (hereinafter UGI) is the project being fulfilled by Shell Exploration and Production Ukraine Investments (IV) B.V.  aimed for promotion of unconventional gas exploration and development in Ukraine. The non-technical component of the UGI is aimed at raising awareness and research of industry’s economic, environmental and social influence over the state, regional and local development.

2.2. General principles of conducting the Competition: 
· receiving a comprehensive information about the non-technical aspects of unconventional gas development; 
· a scientific approach to obtain new knowledge, promote scientific and technological progress and social and economic development of society and the local community; 
· using existing technical and scientific potential of Ukraine; 
· systematic accumulation of gained knowledge, synthesis and distribution of research results to the public; 
· giving preference to local institutions, which are located in the areas of Shell’s projects activities (Kharkiv and Donetsk regions); 
· transparency, compliance with applicable law and Shell’s principles and standards.

3. Remuneration and terms for results announcement

3.1. The amount of remuneration for each of the projects declared as a winner is in the amount of 10,000 to 50,000 USD. The results will be announced by December 1, 2014.  

4. Deadline for submission of proposals to participate in the Competition (hereinafter - "project proposals")

4.1. Deadline for submission of project proposals is October 15, 2014.
Project proposals submitted after the deadline will not be considered unless the applicant in writing can provide a motivated justification of the omission of the deadline for submission of a proposal and the following explanation will be fine with Organizers of the Competition, at the same time such a term may not exceed five (5) calendar days.

5. Requirements for participants of the Competition: 

5.1. Only legal entities duly registered under the laws of Ukraine (universities, research institutes, non-governmental organizations, analytical centers etc.) that have a real ability to implement a project proposal in case of receiving remuneration as per results of the Competition, can participate in the competition. 
6. Basic requirements for the participants: 

1) Be a legal entity duly registered under the laws of Ukraine; 
2) Have an ability to implement the project proposal with available qualified personnel, specialized equipment, facilities, etc; 
3) public recognition - involving known and respected experts who can successfully manage the implementation of the proposal and explain the results to the public.

Project proposals must be accompanied by a full package of mandatory documents, including: 
· An extract from the state register of legal entities and individual entrepreneurs; 
· Support letters and / or recommendation letters, describing your organization and need for the project implementation (if any).
The project proposal should include a description of the project to achieve the stated goals and objectives, and a list of equipment, materials, laboratory and field studies and other means that will be used by the participant. All fields of the proposal must be filled in. It is required to provide detailed information on the legal status of the organization and bank details. Organizers have the right to reject submitted project proposals that do not meet the above requirements and do not allow participating in the competition.
7. Criteria for selection of the winners

7.1. Evaluation of the project proposals that meet the basic requirements of the Competition will be done solely at the discretion of the Organizers on the following criteria and the amount of points:

	Points (%)
	Criteria

	30%
	Availability of component regarding sharing the project results (including the ability to share research results to the public)

	20%
	The value of the obtained results to the public

	10%
	Partnership (involvement of many stakeholders into the project)

	10%
	Reliability and responsibility (involvement to the project of experienced and respected organizations, scientists etc.)

	10%
	The relevance and necessity of research

	10%
	Involvement and ensuring participation in the project of people living the areas of exploration and production of unconventional gas

	5%
	The availability of adequate resources and infrastructure for the project implementation

	5%
	Strengthening research capacity, gaining new knowledge, conducting scientific research for industrial development on exploration and production of unconventional gas, improving access of local people to energy resources, conducting of environmental monitoring impact assessment (institutional capacity). 



8. Exceptions
8.1. The following project proposals will not be considered and will not participate in the selection for the Competition:
1) When submitted by:
· Government institutions/organizations of all levels;
· local governments of all levels;
· political parties or organizations that provide assistance in the implementation of political campaigns;
· international public institutions;
· religious organizations;
· institutions, which officials are under investigation or that act as a defendant in the criminal justice authorities.
2) When they include:
· Activities that do not meet Shell General Business Principles, Shell anti-corruption policies and current legislation of Ukraine; 
· Creation of any legal persons, their offices, purchase of equipment, furniture, etc.; 
· Advertising.
9. Procedure of submitting proposals to the Competition:
Forms for project proposals can be downloaded from the website of the Organizers in Ukraine since September 15, 2014 at the following Internet address: http://www.britishcouncil.org.ua and www.shell.ua.

Project proposals should be filled in Ukrainian or Russian language and submitted as follows:

· Project proposal can be sent by email with a package of supporting documents in a scanned form no later than the deadline to the email shell.grants@britishcouncil.org.ua.

· Project proposal with a package of supporting documents can be sent by mail or by courier to the address indicated below. In this case, the date of submission of the project proposal is the date indicated on the postal stamp on the envelope or a mark of the courier.
Mail address for paper documents: 
British Council 
4/12 Grygoriya Skovorody Street 
Kyiv 04070 

Requirements for completing the project proposal, the procedure for reviewing project proposals and project selection procedure attached.

10. Confirmation of receipt of a project proposal
Confirmation message is sent to the applicant by e-mail or fax. The notification will indicate the title of the project proposal, assigned number and the date of receipt.
11. General provisions of the Competition: 
At any time during the Competition organizers: 
a) have the right to cancel the Competition, notifying the participants of the Competition; 
b) are not required to choose any project proposals; 
c) have the right to reject all or part of project proposals; 
d) are not required to explain the reasons for rejection of any proposal and to disclose the details or outcomes of any project proposals review; 
e) at any time after receipt and evaluation of project proposals, but before the announcement of the Competition results, organizers have the right to offer participants to clarify the project proposal; 
f) under any circumstances Organizers are not required to reimburse participants odf the Competition the costs or damages of any kind that participants may face as a result of / or in connection with the Competition, including but not limited to, in case of cancelling of the Competition by the Organizers, rejection of all the proposals and not awarding the remuneration to any of the participants. 
g) The organizers reserve the right to disqualify the participant (participants) of the Competition and are not required to justify the reasons for disqualification.
